ONE WORLD GROUP OXTED 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
22nd October, 2014 

The Chairman opened by welcoming everyone to the 31st annual AGM.                                   

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  
  
Mr. and Mrs. Leaver, Rosemary Buchan, David and Wenda Rendell, Rosie Dalziel, Susie Kendall, Penny Bone, Jeffery and Mary James. 
  
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST AGM: 
 
Adoption of the minutes of the last AGM were proposed by Tony Stanton, and seconded by Moyna Bridge. 

TREASURER’S  REPORT:

It has been another very successful year, helped by £5,098 from the Open gardens, £5.231 from the ever popular Silent Auction, and some large donations. 

We received generous donations of £1092 from St John’s Church to go towards an Aids project, £434 from St. Marys Church and £2111 from the House of Commons Diner organised by East Surrey Business Club for the |One World Group. We also had a donation from Hazelwood School of £250 raised through their talent show. This year again we were able to have a collection point outside Morrisons in July as well as the Street collection in December, which in total raised £1262. 

The total receipts from Gift Aid were £322 from the street collection and £ 2912 from donations a total of £3234. The total amount was less than the previous year as we had had a large donation for Genesis in that year. We have 227 members who gift aid their donations.  

The amount raised from the tins was £865, a fantastic amount from everyone’s small change. Thanks go to Pat Bruning for counting this large amount of coins over the year.

Administration costs include our website annual cost.  On the website we can now update you on our fundraising events and telling you where your money is going.

The fundraising expenses have been shown separately again so that you can see how modest the expenses are compared to the total raised.. Our insurance policy is now covered by Unity Insurance Services as the previous insurance company were increasing the premium too much.
 
The substantial amount raised from both receipts and fundraising together with the surplus from last year has made it possible to send the tremendous sum of £38,951 to various projects which will be mentioned in the Chairman’s report and are listed in the accounts.  This still leaves us with £2.552 at the start of the new financial year.
 
I am most grateful to Ian Hamilton for auditing the accounts for us again and am delighted to say that he is also willing to audit them for us next year.

The Treasurers Report was proposed by John Leslie and seconded by Andrew Dick.




CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:
The OWG strives to fund projects in the developing world among the poorest people on Earth.  It is difficult to raise funds even though we are fortunate to have so many generous members. It is also difficult to find good projects that will flourish with our help. But that is our task, our compass so to speak.  Over the last 31 years, we have now raised £643,000.  About £240,000  has been raised in the last 6 years.. But it is proving difficult to get above £40,000 per year. We achieved £37,650 this year, down £2000 on last year, mainly due to lower fund raising from events and lower Gift Aid. Personal donations were up 6.5 % at £7,540 and our subscriptions were up slightly and fully  covered our admin expenses.

The really good news was that we donated £39,000, to projects during the last financial year .We supported 18 projects in 10 countries.  About  £15,000 went on agricultural business projects , 
£ 18,000 on educational or orphanage support, and £ 6,000 on health projects.

 The fish farming project in Zambia is likely to grow successfully.In Jaipur in India we supported a shelter centre for abandoned and runaway children, called Taabar.  This centre started with some original seed funding from One World Group in 2008 and has expanded to provide help to up to 50 children at a time. With our donation of £3000 we helped Taabar secure some land and they are now building a day centre.

In Malawi, we provided £2,800 for a three wheeler Tuk tuk  ambulance to the Starfish project in Salima, where they look after more than 400 children orphaned by AIDs and have  a  round trip of 24 miles for sick children sometimes in need of urgent medical care. 

Among projects in Uganda, Glimmer of Hope in Kasese have successfully expanded their sunflower oil pressing business we helped them start in 2010. We provided a further  £2500 towards an electric pressing machine which will hugely increase their oil production for which they have a ready market. In the year, we donated £19,000 to Uganda , about half of our total funding. This is high because we gave our Christmas appeal of £8,000 to Kivule in Uganda. But it does reflect a long term skew in our donations. The main reason behind this is that they have been the most communicative in requesting help and documenting their needs to the projects committee.  We also gave £72,000 to Kenyan projects. Tanzania would easily take the total for East Africa to over half of our funding.  

We need to bear this in mind in the future and search out more connections in other countries, in Africa particularly, so that we can bring wider benefits beyond East Africa.  Any help you can give us in opening up to more countries would be appreciated. It’s good to see Ghana on the list and also Cambodia and India and last year we helped people in Madagascar and Congo. We need to revisit some of these earlier projects but also find new ones. 

Every day recently there has been coverage of the growing ebola epidemic in Liberia, Sierra Leone and Guinea. I have been asked whether we should try to support projects in these countries to help them in this dire situation. We hope to be able to assist with small projects once the situation is under control, but right now we think the international efforts need to work first.If there any contacts that you know who could help us identify future projects please let us know. 


The epidemic in W Africa and the war in Syria are producing a huge number of dislocated people, with no jobs and also lots of orphaned children. The UN refugee agency reported in June that there are now 50 million refugees across the world, on top of the billion people who already live in extreme poverty.
 
The UK have achieved the 0.7 % of GDP funding for international development. It represents a net cost of £5.4 Bn. This to some might seem a lot of money but when you consider that we spend £720 Bn as a country on everything from education and health and social benefits to defence, police, housing and transport, £5.4Bn seems a rather small sum (even if we do borrow £108 Bn to make up the deficit on our taxes). 

Education is surely the number one priority to help people develop, build skills and businesses in their own countries, especially for women. In the last 4 years another 40 m children have gone to primary school but there are still 50 m who are yet to benefit from any schooling, mostly in sub Saharan Africa and 120 m young people around the world still lack the ability to read or write.           Our  funding this year reflected this need as 60 % was directed to education and training.
The UN’s millennium goal for 2015 of having 100 % of children attend primary school has some way to go, but with sufficient funding and leadership this could be achieved in the next 5 years. So the last thing that developed countries should do is reduce funding. 

I would like to thank our committee who remain committed and hugely well organized whenever there is an event.  The background work before and during an event requires lots of individual effort and we are lucky to have so many who are prepared to help, so I would like to thank you all as well, on behalf of One World Group. 
 
5. ELECTION OF OFFICERS:

Geoffrey Sanderson will remain as Chairman. 
Motion proposed by David Steele and seconded by Averin Cox.

Anna Burrage will remain as Treasurer.
Motion proposed by Helen Adams and seconded by John Leslie. 

The rest of the Committee members were re-elected en bloc:- 
Valerie Adamson, Vice Chairman; Helen Adams, Secretary; Averin Cox, Membership Secretary; John Leslie, Jane O’Hare, Stuart Paterson, Jenifer Ruxton, Tony Stanton , David Stafford, David Steele, and Ian Simm.

Motion proposed by Karen Nichols seconded by David Young.

6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

The Street Collection will be held in Oxted on the 29th November.
The next major event will be the popular Silent Auction to be held on the 7th March, 2015. 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed, and welcomed Terry Charlton of Mission Africa to talk about their work in Kivule, Uganda which we supported for our Christmas Appeal 2013. 

